
 

 
 

 

simply Captivating 

As another year comes to a close, thoughts 
turn to Christmas and its true meaning.  
Giving the gift of life to a child is what we 
exist to do and we again find ourselves 
thankful for all your support and 
encouragement.  We include you in our 
global Captivating team which now numbers 
over 600 people.  Thank you for your 
support throughout the year.  It’s been 

Happy holidays from our family to yours! 
 Picture: Life as a new family for six  

orphaned kids  and two loving parents .   
 

Itõs all about poverty 
 It’s hard to believe that less than two years 
ago we had no knowledge of the issues 
facing children living in extreme poverty.  To 
be honest, we never even knew what 
extreme poverty actually was.  But, when 
you see and touch it you can’t help but be 
wounded by the severity of it.  UNICEF 
estimates that 30,000 children around the 
world die each day from preventative 
causes.  How ironic to think that one half of 
the world is dying from hunger and a sense 
of hopelessness, when the other half is dying 
from excess.  How can we introduce the two 
to each other and solve each other’s 
problems in the process?  The personal 
motto of our project partner from ICC, Dean 
Beveridge sums it up nicely, “To live simply 
so that others may simply live”.  Simply by 
being involved with groups like ourselves 
and the many others that exist, you are 
playing a role that is slowly but surely 
moving us towards the ultimate goal of a 
world without poverty.  A goal that is 
certainly within reach during our life time. 

awesome and there are many smiling faces 
as a consequence. 

We at Captivating wish you all the very best 
over this new Christmas season and look 
forward to hearing from you through 2008.  
Please ensure to stay in touch.  We also 
hope you enjoy this special Christmas 
update.  Please help us spread the word by 
sharing it with your family and friends. 

For Captivating, our journey started with a 
100% emphasis on orphaned and 
abandoned children.  However, we have 
quickly realized that unless one addresses 
the causes of abandonment, then it will 
always be with us.  Our enemy is POVERTY.  
Most of us have no concept of it.  However, 
when you’re stuck in it you become 
desperate and do what it takes to survive. 

As we come to the end of our second year in 
China, our focus expands to end poverty not 
just for orphans, but for families trapped in 
extreme poverty.  Until we address this 
group, orphaned children will always be a 
casualty.   

As you prepare for Xmas 07, spare a thought 
for a child of the world who is desperate for 
your help.  Make it personal.  Imagine this 
child is depending on you and there is no 
one else.  Why not take action, demonstrate 
the true meaning of Christmas and bring the 
hope of new life.  

In this Special 
Christmas Update: 
 
     The British School of 

Guangzhou and Captivating 
 
 VM’s to the rescue 
 
 URGENT need for more child 

and foster parent sponsors 
 
  Farming industries booming 
 
  100 more families to be 

supported 
 
 Some gift suggestions direct 

from Santa 

Picture: One of our growing families -  six 

orphaned kids and  their  loving parents.  
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Close to 60 orphaned children now reside 
in permanent new families at the BLFC.  
Many of these children have come 
directly off the street where they were 
previously begging for food and selling 
trash.  Others have been brought to the 

The Beautiful Life Family Centre (òBLFCó) continues to grow 

We were thrilled to be selected as the 
“adopted” charity of the British School of 
Guangzhou for their end of year Christmas 
Bazaar.  Part of the schools philosophy is 
to “ensure the *school+ actively promotes 
the general good within its community” 
and we were pleased to partner with them 
towards this end.  Proceeds from the 
Bazaar as well as gifts of clothing and a 
special Christmas gift from children at the 

The British School of Guangzhou ð truly captivating 
 

We are thrilled to report our second pig 
house (the “Makin Bakin” centre) is 
completed and in the process of being 
filled with 128 hungry piglets.  We 
especially enjoyed the picture taken of 
our son being stared at angrily by one of 
the pigs.  It is a great building and marks 
another step forward towards 
sustainability of the centre.  We are also 
pleased to report extension of the 
chicken industry which increases 
production capacity from 9,000 birds a 
year as reported in our last update, to 
over 14,000.    

Our Farm industries are 
booming 
 

Bao Bao with her  new foster dad.   

Pictured below :  our chicken 

expansion now enables us to  produce 

2,400 birds eve ry 53 days; corn from 

the harve st preserved for livestock 

feed.  

  

To the right : Our 2 nd  pig house 

completed ; Percy and Priscilla having 

an inquisitive look at our son, Tyler.     
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BLFC by grandparents too old and poor to 
continue caring for them, having done so 
since their parents died. 

To see these kids faces is wonderful.  To 
know they have a future – priceless. 

British School to children at the BLFC will 
take place.  What a thrill this will be for our 
kids.   They are a wonderful community with 
a good mixture of Australian and British 
families which will help us keep the mother 
tongue well engaged.  For more information 
on the school, check them out at 
www.bsg.org.cn.  Our special thanks to Anne 
& Brad Kirwan and the school planning 
committee for making this happen. 

 

 

http://www.bsg.org.cn/


 

 

 

Proceeds received in the Special 
Projects Fund will go towards the 

purchase of a mobile medical clinic 
providing much needed medical 
support to communities within a 

few hours of the Beautiful Life 
Family Centre living in extreme 

poverty. 
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TOP: The counsellor appointed to work 

closely with the children ï they adore 

her; Centre staff showing off some of 

the new shelving  installed in 4 rooms; 

the ñCrisis Homeò built to help difficult 

older children deal with emotional 

challenges.   

Tis the season to be jollyé 

Shenzhen (Shekou) VMõs to the rescue 
The BLFC has just completed its first 
complete phase of foster parents training.  
This has been provided thanks to the 
services and support of Chris & Rick 
Carter and their company Lotus Buds 
International. Their recommendation was 
for the centre to place an urgent focus on 
emotional based counseling to address 
severe histories of trauma many of the 
children have to deal with.  A counselor 
was appointed on staff at the centre 
thanks to financial support by a wonderful 

Shenzhen based Women’s group 
affectionately called the “VM’s” who 
raised over RMB100,000 (A$15,000) in 
support of these kids.  These funds were 
enough to employ the counselor for 2 
years, pay for some foster parent training, 
provide much needed shelving in our 
bursting warehouse carrying clothing and 
supplies for the centre, and the building 
of a "crisis house" for children who need 
special 1 on 1 counseling. Their support 
has been truly amazing. 

 

 
A GROWING NEED OF SPONSORS 
With new children being added to the 
BLFC each month we need to find more 
sponsors.  Sponsorship is the life-line of 
ongoing support for this project.  WHY 
NOT CONSIDER A GIFT OF SPONSORSHIP 
THIS CHRISTMAS!  A$40 a month is all it 
takes to sponsor a child, while A$75 a 
month supports dedicated foster parents.  
All proceeds are pooled to meet the 
development budgets of the BLFC.  
Contact us at enquiries@captivating.org 
or call our project partner, ICC (details on 
page 4).    

Some great Christmas gift 
ideas from the Fat Man.   

I was having a chat to Santa about weight 
management techniques troubling us both 
and we ventured onto the topic that the best 
part about Christmas is actually the GIVING 
part, not so much the RECEIVING (although 
socks and underpants were great last year 
Dad…thanks).  He suggested the following 
ideas: 

¶ Why not convince your family to cut 
back on presents this year and 
sponsor a child for 12 months 
(A$480); 

¶ Or get 5 of your friends to skip the 
$10 Christmas pudding and donate 
A$50 to the Captivating Special 
Projects Fund allowing us to do 
something extra special for our 
Captivating kids; 

¶ Just focus on the dessert buffet for 
Christmas lunch and donate the 
money saved on the mains to the 
Special Projects fund.    J J J 

mailto:enquiries@captivating.org


 

     CONTACT US AT Captivating: 

 enquiries@captivating.org  
  

 Australia:  

 w + 61 2 8003 4027 

 f + 61 2 8569 2025 

 m Andrew + 61 422 967 310 

 m Julie  + 61 414 223 773 

 

 China: 

 w + 61 2 8003 4027 

 f + 61 2 8569 2025 

 m Andrew + 86 136 0308 0835 

 m Julie  + 86 139 2458 5841 

  

 

    MAKE A  Captivating DONATION : 

   
 All donations can be made directly through International 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŀǊŜ ς Australia as follows: 
 
 Phone:  + 61 3 5152 5774 and have your credit card 

details ready.  Simply tell them your donation is for 
“Captivating”.  If you wish to sponsor a child, they will 
help you through the process.  (Gifts from Australia are tax-

deductible). 

  
 Or, contact us at Captivating on 

enquiries@captivating.org  
 

 

Following discussions with the BLFC 
team, we have agreed it is time to launch 
the first of what will be a series of 
community expansion programs of the 
BLFC.  It is estimated that 10% of the 
rural population consist of families who 
are living on less than A$.40c a day.  By 
way of comparison, the food budget 
alone for a child at the BLFC is A$2 a day.  
How a whole family survives on a fifth of 
this is beyond understanding.  As a 
starting point, we will find and work 
directly with 100 families who meet our 
“poorest of the poor” criteria.  This will 

We want to finish this special Christmas 
edition by giving a heartfelt word of 
thanks to the hard-working team at the 
BLFC.  What an awesome group of 
dedicated people you are.  Your hearts 
and passion for these kids are unmatched 
and we are overwhelmed by what we see 
you achieving.  We continue to say that 
we all play our part in making this 
happen, but the greatest gift is what you 
all bring individually to the children up 
there.  On behalf of all of us, thank you 
and Merry Christmas. 

And to all of you in newsletter land, have 
an incredible and safe festive season.    
With blessings to you all from 

Julie, Andrew and Tyler Colquhoun 

Finally, a special message to 

the fantastic BLFC staff 

MANAGEMENT DECISION ð Time to expand  
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 be supported through our growing child 
sponsorship program.  Because our focus 
will always be development, the 
proceeds will be used to fund initiatives 
focused on helping these families pull 
themselves out of the trap of poverty as 
well as ensuring their children get 
adequate support in the way of nutrition, 
medical help and education. 

This is all possible thanks to the passion 
of the BLFC team to impact their 
community.  Stay tuned for more and 
more child sponsorship opportunities.     

 

 

supporting 100 new 
families in the 

months to come 
- 

opening another 100 
doors of opportunity 
for children in need 

-  
Please contact us to 

indicate your interest  

in sponsoring one of 
these new children so 

we can respond 
quickly.  

DID YOU GET OUR OCTOBER 
NEWSLETTER? 

If you didn’t, this means one of the 
following:  (a) you don’t have an email 
account; (b) we don’t have your email 

account; or (c) your email security man 
doesn’t like us in which case you need to 
add us to your address book and mark us 
as ‘safe’.  If you want to get onto out 

mailing list, then send us an email 
indicating so.   We need to continually 

expand the Captivating network, so 
remember to pass a copy of this 

newsletter onto your friends and family.  
Your church or local community group may 

have an interest also.  If you don’t have 
email, don’t worry, we will be mailing our 

December and June updates to all 
supporters in future.   

 
 

Members of the BLFC management team.  

CAPTIVATING INTERNATIONAL is a non-profit organization of Australia and conducts all international development initiatives in 
association with International Children’s Care (Australia) Inc, Reg No. A0034270A.  ABN 6761363478.   Thank you for partnering with us.  
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