
      

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introducing Captivating International 

 To get things started, you will notice 

that from now on we go by the name 

of Captivating International.   

Captivating is an independent not-for-

profit organization, founded by Julie 

and Andrew Colquhoun and will 

commence from October 2007.  Our 

purpose is to bring freedom and 

opportunity to children trapped in 

extreme poverty with a focus on 

China’s more extreme regions.        

Embrace International still exists as a 

charitable entity with its ongoing focus 

on corporate based initiatives in more 

urban locations.  The amazing work 

being done in existing orphanages will 

continue to change children’s lives.    

For the Colquhoun’s however, being 

involved in remote projects helping the 

poorest of the poor has simply 

captivated us.  So, we are now 100% 

dedicated to the BLFC and seeing it 

expand into the wider region.  This is 

our future, and we hope yours also.     

For you as a supporter of the BLFC, 

everything remains largely the same.  

What does change is how you make 

contributions in future.  If you sponsor a 

child or foster parent, you will shortly 

receive information from us with details 

on what you need to do (in some 

cases nothing).  The BLFC project 

continues to be supported by 

International Children’s Care Australia 

(ICCA) – a fantastic group who will 

continue to receipt your donation for 

tax purposes if made from Australia.  

They also provide advice and support 

to ensure we comply with AusAID 

regulations for international 

development projects.  You will see 

details on how to donate through ICCA 

at the end of this update.   

 Thanks for your patience as we get our 

website  and paperwork in order.   

simply Captivating 

Greetings from China to our incredible supporters in Australia, NZ and around the 

world.  We have much to bring you in this update and hope you take a few moments 

to sit back and enjoy reading of the progress being made at the Beautiful Life Family 

Centre (BLFC) in Northern China.  What a wonderful project this has become.  We are 

glad you are travelling with us on this incredible journey.   

Greetings  

 

“Go confidently in the 

direction of your dreams.  

Live the life you have 

imagined.”  

Thanks to generous funding from 

Queensland sponsors, our new 

chicken house produces 1,400 

chickens every 53 days.   

Special events: 
• 52  orphaned children off 

the streets and in families 

 

• Captivating International is 

born. 

 

• 250 pigs and 9,000 

chickens take the lead in 

our sustainability program 

 

• 20 orphaned children 

become eligible to attend 

public school. 

 

• Sanitariumõs So-Good 

School opens its doors. 
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Found by a taxi 

driver, Bao Bao 

(5mths) is one of 

several babies 

starting to be 

received by the 

centre.   
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potential for academic 

achievement – even to the point of 

no school fees being charged.  We 

were so proud to see 22 of our 

children meet the criteria for 

acceptance into public school.   

This now enables us to stay with our 

original plan of focusing our on-site 

school, the Sanitarium So-Good 

School, on catering to the needs of 

those children who fall short of the 

public schooling criteria.  The school 

22 children approved to attend public school 

Chinese òYear of the Pigó 

 

Pictured top: shows 

the foundations for 

the second pig 

house.  The building 

on the left is the 

chicken house, with 

Pig Hilton on the right.  

Yellow apartment 

building (“Embrace 

House”) in the far 

distance.  Pigs are 

from Pig Hilton # 1. 

22 eager children ready to 

attend the public school.  

26 students remain in our 

on-site Sanitarium So-Good 

school.   

An obstacle faced for children at 

the BLFC has been schooling.  With 

many falling well behind their more 

fortunate peers, there has been 

resistance on the part of the local 

school to enroll children into the 

public school system.   Through 

persistence on the part of our local 

team, and support from Provincial 

Government, this resistance has 

turned into overwhelming support 

for children assessed as having 

Whether you eat them, raise them, or can’t stand to 

look at them, our Pig Farm has been a blessing in 

disguise for the BLFC.  Pork is the # 1 choice of meat 

in China, and it appears that our timing into this 

primary industry could not have been better with 

pork prices increasing 70% this past year.  

Consequently, we are in the process of constructing 

a second 340sqm pig house thanks to the generosity 

of sponsors in Sydney, Australia.  So, Pig House # 1 

(called “Pig Hilton” – funded thanks to donations from 

a family in NZ who were disappointed lamb wasn’t 

on the menu) will shortly be joined by the “Makin 

Bakin” centre, doubling our capacity in the process.  

Whether pigs or chickens, these primary industries 

accomplish three things for our centre which is why 

they are such great projects: (1) they allow the 

centre to move a step closer to self-sufficiency – our 

longer term aim for all projects; (2) provide 

opportunities for learning and skill development with 

the children (especially the older boys); and (3) 

provide a much safer food supply for the centre.  We 

will continue to explore other profitable enterprises 

beyond pigs and chickens.  Heated green houses 

were explored for winter production, however, still 

with questionable returns due to the extreme cold.   

 

can then get the children ready to 

enter the public system the 

following year, or alternatively, 

focus on the development of basic 

literacy, practical life skills 

development, some English 

instruction and vocational 

development.  Our Sanitarium So-

Good School is staffed with a 

Principal and 4 teachers.   
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The Sanitarium So-Good School opens its doors 

With the number of children starting to 

increase, it has been a real thrill to see 

these kids go to school – many for the 

first time.  This is where the Sanitarium 

So-Good school comes into its own. 

The school is under the direction of a 

Principal recruited from one of the 

leading schools in the district.  She has 

a real heart for these children and is 

now supported by 4 teachers.   

The aim of the schooling program is to 

focus on developing those children 

who will not survive/transition to the 

local public school.  Currently, basic 

reading, writing and arithmetic are the 

focus for all the children who arrive at 

the Centre.  Over time the curriculum 

will be transitioned into more practical 

and vocational skill based training to 

aid those children unable to enter 

public school.  This will include adding 

English as a second language, Music, 

Computers, Carpentry, and Sewing 

etc.     

Thanks to a recent fund-raising event at 

Sanitarium Health Food Company in 

Berkeley Vale, Australia along with 

other generous donations from 

Sanitarium Branches around Australia 

and NZ, funds have been secured for a 

full fit-out of the 4 school rooms and 

large third floor recreational area that 

make up the Sanitarium So-Good 

School.  This will include teaching aids, 

a library, and indoor games for those 

tough -30 degree days and more.  This 

gives great incentive to the teachers to 

invest fully into the program as 

something that is here to stay for the 

long term.   

As for the kids, this special emphasis is 

seeing them thrive at a time that could 

have easily become depressing for 

them as they see their “smarter” friends 

go to public school.  Special thanks to 

Sanitarium, both staff and 

management, for supporting this 

project from its very beginning.   

Our principal (2nd from right on top) along 

with Dean Beveridge (Development Director 

for ICCA). Two of our classrooms.  Just above 

is the 150sqm recreational room before fit 

out; and students and centre staff right.     
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Where would we be without our 10,000sqm capacity BOILER? 

Even though it was completed last year, we are still indebted to our 

primary sponsors of the boiler.  Without the capacity provided by 

the US$100k boiler and boiler house, all of the developments at the 

BLFC would not be possible.  Thank you again for your sponsorship 

of what was an incredibly expensive part of the project. 

With its 10,000sqm heating capacity, this boiler will enable the BLFC 

to one day reach self-sufficiency through its primary industries.  We 

would like to thank our 3 main sponsors of this project from 

Auckland, Sydney and Hong Kong who wish to remain nameless. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cabbage soup for the Soul ð a lesson learned 

One of our agreements with the BLFC 

has been for Captivating to remain 

focused on the support of infrastructure 

and “development” initiatives – not 

welfare.  In fact, the Australian 

government requires this to be the 

case.  However, it became clear to us 

in June that our expectations were too 

ambitious.  Word was received that the 

centre had limited food.  In fact, our 

new foster families were surviving on 

cabbage soup.  

Plans were quickly discussed around 

things we could initiate to ensure this 

problem was resolved but, importantly, 

did not occur again in the future.  The 

result was a decision to increase 

income producing investments such as 

the pigs and chickens (and the 

potential of greenhouses).  As reported 

above, several of these initiatives have 

or are in the process of being 

implemented.   

However, we had an estimated lead 

time of about six months before these 

industries will be contributing.  Two 

incredible things eventuated: 

(1) A New York based friend of 

ours, Janelle Ruthven, 

motivated colleagues at 

Computer Associates to 

contribute from around the 

world to put food on the table 

over this six month period.   We 

are indebted to their 

generosity; 

(2) Additionally, this “CRISIS” has 

had a motivating effect on the 

local community and as a 

consequence, the past few 

months has seen a steady 

stream of bikes and motor 

cycles coming to the centre 

with produce ranging from rice 

to potatoes. 

We have learned through this that 

sustainability takes time and that basic 

needs still must be met for a time, 

allowing for self-sufficiency to reach its 

aim.    

As we start to approach another cold 

winter, we will shortly see vegetable 

prices quadruple as they start to be 

imported into the region.  The BLFC 

budgets on a food cost of A$2 per day 

and it is this cost that our primary 

industries must work to cover over time.  

It is a long term plan.     

From top:  Fields of corn and soy beans ready 

for harvest pictured in front of our 1400sqm 

apartment building – “EMBRACE HOUSE”; Dr 

Tian (director of the community group) and 

other staff inspect the summer greenhouses; 

Dale Gummin (BLFC Director) inspecting 

community donations of rice and flour; one 

of our older boys at the centre with produce 

grown by the centre. 
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GET CAPTIVATED ð join us! 
We have many people asking us how they can volunteer their time to help.  

Here are our top 3 suggestions: 

(1) Adopt a project:  We have a project list as long as our arm and all of 

these require funding.  Why not adopt one as your very own and ask 

family and friends to get involved to make it happen?  Our projects 

range from A$2k to A$50k.   

(2) Many people sponsor a child and wish they could do more.  Well, you 

can.  Become a child sponsor champion and set a goal to see 10 

more children sponsored by your friends and family. 

(3) Become a Captivating Advocate in your local church or community 

group.  Over the coming months, we will establish materials and 

presentations to help you do this with ease – but we need you to be 

the motivated voice of these children in your world.   

  Contact us:    enquiries@captivating.org 
 

mailto:enquiries@captivating.org


 

     CONTACT US AT Captivating: 

 enquiries@captivating.org 

  

 Australia: 

 w + 61 2 8003 4027 

 f + 61 2 8569 2025 

 m:  Andrew + 61422 967 310 

 m:  Julie + 61 414 223 773 

 

 China: 

 w + 61 2 8003 4027 

 f + 61 2 8569 2025 

 m: Andrew + 86 136 0308 0835 

 m: Julie  + 86 139 2458 5841 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    MAKE A Captivating DONATION: 

   
 All donations can be made directly through 

International Children’s Care – Australia.   

 Phone:  + 61 3 5152 5774 and have your credit 

card ready.  Simply tell them your donation is 

for “Captivating” and they will direct you from 

there.  (Gifts from Australia are tax-deductible). 

  
 For Child Sponsorship contact us at 

Captivating on enquiries@captivating.org.  

Every week we have new children arriving at 

the BLFC that need your support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Living in China is exciting but can be 

isolating at times.  So, please send us an 

email.  We love the contact. 

The challenges that face children living 

in poverty, especially those without 

families to support them, is incredible.  

What we do is currently just scratching 

the surface; however, this past year has 

established a starting point that will 

quickly impact hundreds then thousands 

of children over the years to come.  The 

project you are reading about in this 

update provides a centre of support that 

will shortly widen its reach into the 

neighboring regions.  This will mean more 

projects, more plans, more partnerships and 

the requirement for more resources.  This is 

only possible through an ever expanding 

network of support.   

We hope you will continue to partner with 

Captivating as we work together to help 

children, families and communities in 

desperate need. 

Until next time… 

Andrew, Julie & Tyler Colquhoun. 
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By sponsoring a child you make it possible for the BLFC to achieve its objectives 

of bringing freedom to children trapped in poverty – children just like Zhi Li.  

Thanks to the BLFC, Zhu Li was once an orphan but now experiences the love 

and nurture of a permanent foster family, has brothers and sisters, and will be 

going to school for the rest of his childhood.   Your gift of A$40 a month makes 

this possible.  It is pooled with gifts from other sponsors to provide necessary 

support and infrastructure to a passionate but poor community – enabling them 

to make a long term significant difference to children they touch who currently 

live without hope.  Captivating will keep you updated on your BLFC project and 

the impact it is having as well as provide you with an annual progress report on 

how your sponsored child is going.    Thanks for getting involved and passing on 

the word to others.  Please see the end of this update for donation details. 

PLEASE SPONSOR ME 
 

Keep in touché 

mailto:enquiries@captivating.org
mailto:enquiries@captivating.org

